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Schools across the country are building 
outdoor classrooms. Now you can too.
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W h at Happened?
S t a rting abo ut two ye a rs ago, s tu den t s , te ach ers ,
p a ren t s , and com mu n i ty leaders came toget h er.
Th ey planned and built an outdoor cl a s s room .
Th ey built a bog and pon d . Th ey also made
veget a bl e , h erb, and but terf ly ga rden s .

S tu dents stu dy the bi rd s , f i s h , and other
animals that come into the outdoor cl a s s room .
Th ey even use micro s copes to look at ti ny
c ri t ters living in the pon d .

One of the best part s , ex p l a i n ed te ach er
Hel en Davi e s , is that kids get a firsthand look at
l i fe cycl e s . Th ey see all the stages in the lives of
both plants and animals.

W hat’s the best way to learn about
nature and science? Sure, you can 
read a book. That’s a great start. But

there are other ways too. One of the best is to
go outside and do experiments.

That is why many schools are building
outdoor classrooms. They want to give
students a chance to learn science by doing.
Those schools are going on nature quests.

One school in Valley Cottage, New York,
has done just that. Folks built a large outdoor
classroom where students can learn not only
science, but health and good citizenship.
Guess what: It worked. Scores on state science
tests have gone up—way up.

Good Eat s
At the end of last sch ool ye a r, the sch oo l
f i n i s h ed another proj ect—a green h o u s e . Th e
greenhouse is a very important part of t h e
o utdoor cl a s s room .

You see , the growing season in New York is
very short . Yet stu dents can start growi n g
plants in the green h o u s e . Th ey move them to
the ga rden wh en the we a t h er warms up.

“ Because of the green h o u s e , we can start
growing plants abo ut two months earl i er,”
said sch ool principal Brenda Gri er.

That is very import a n t . S tu dents grow
c a rro t s , c u c u m bers , l et tu ce , po t a toe s , a n d
tom a toes in the greenhouse and ga rden . Th ey
t a ke care of the plants. L a ter, t h ey wi ll eat
those plants as part of s ch ool lu n ch e s . Th e
s tu dents don’t just learn wh ere food com e s
f rom . Th ey learn abo ut good nutri ti on too.

In ad d i ti on to learning a lot, s tu dents do
s om ething el s e . Th ey have a lot of f u n . Yo u
can too. Tu rn the page to see how.

Nature’s
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L o w e ’s Home Improvement, International Paper, and
NAT I O N A L GE O G R A P H I C EX P L O R E R have teamed up to help 
your school obtain supplies to build or improve an outdoor

c l a s s room. Over the course of this school year, Lowe’s will give
schools more than $200,000 in grants to build and maintain 
outdoor classrooms. Professional foresters from Intern a t i o n a l
Paper will evaluate each proposal. Grant proposals should be
written for between $500 and $2,000. In exceptional cases,
higher grants may be award e d .

Submitting a grant is easy. Here’s how.
1. Visit nationalgeographic.com/ngexplorer/grant

to learn more.

2. Have your teacher or a school administrator 
complete the online form.

3. Submit a complete plan for your outdoor classroom.

Grants will be awarded on a quarterly basis, so you may
submit a proposal any time this school year.

Why wait? The first grant recipients will be announced 
in January. Each applicant will receive a free Life of the
Forest classroom kit. Good luck!
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