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Air that’s too moist can create problems in the home environment. In addition to 
personal comfort, electronics, pianos, cameras, books and clothing suffer from excess 
moisture. Mold, dripping pipes, peeling wallpaper, warping wood, blistering paint and 
a pervasive musty smell are all byproducts of high humidity in the home. But don’t 
despair, to maintain the ideal 40-50% humidity, a dehumidifier is the machine to own. 
Lowe’s is happy to provide this information as a service to you.

Here’s how they work

Air is fan-forced over cool coils to remove moisture.•	

The condensed moisture drips from the coils into a container.•	
 

The drier air leaves through the back of the unit.•	

If you have air conditioning, a dehumidifier shouldn’t be necessary. If you had planned to purchase both, try the AC first and see if that 
solves the problem. If that doesn’t work, or in basements and laundry rooms where air conditioning may not reach, it’s time to shop for the 
proper dehumidifier. Dehumidifiers are rated according to their capacity - the number of pints of water removed during a 24-hour period. 
Units with 25, 40, 50, 60-pint capacities are available. If you wish to be really scientific, get a humidity gauge to measure the relative 
humidity (percent of water vapor in the air in relation to the amount it can hold at a given temperature) in the house. Or calculate the square 
footage of area to be dehumidified and use the following chart.   

Needs vary by temperature and humidity level. If you’re in doubt, buy the next larger size. 
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Features to look for

Auto-off •	 —senses moisture level and turns the unit on and off accordingly and saves energy.

A Shutoff•	  — shuts the unit off when the container is full.

Signal light•	  — tells you the container is full.

Hose attachment •	 — connects to tank to allow unit to drain into a floor drain. Normally a section of regular garden hose works.

Wheels•	  — allow mobility.

How to use a dehumidifier

When you first turn the dehumidifier on, set it to the driest setting possible to stabilize the room’s humidity. After a couple of cycles set •	
the unit’s automatic humidistat to the setting you need.

Run the machine only when room temperature is at or above 70 degrees F.•	

For maximum efficiency

Keep doors and windows closed to prevent air loss.•	

Maintain an unrestricted airflow. Keep at least six inches away from walls and furniture.•	

Keep the coils clean.•	

Keep the bucket clean.•	

Look for frost on the coils. If frost collects on the coil, the air temperature is too cool to operate the machine. Frost keeps the machine •	
from working properly. Turn the unit off and restart when it thaws or when the air temperature gets above 70 degrees F.

Help reduce humidity in your home by making sure gutters and downspouts are clean and dryer vents and exhaust fans are working •	
properly.

Safety notes

Plug the dehumidifier into an appropriate grounded GFCI outlet. Never remove the third prong from any plug.•	

Always unplug the unit before cleaning.•	

To avoid possible electric shock, unplug the machine when emptying the container.•	
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These How-To’s are provided as a service from Lowe’s, the Original Home Improvement Warehouse of How-To information for the World Wide Web. The information in Lowe’s 
“How-To” clinics is intended to simplify jobs around the house. Tools, products, materials, techniques, building codes and local regulations change; therefore, Lowe’s assumes 
no liability for omissions, errors or the outcome of any project. The reader must always exercise reasonable caution, follow current codes and regulations that may apply, and 
is urged to consult with a licensed professional if in doubt about any procedures. Please read our terms of use.


