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A. Recommended steps prior to purchasing materials for a Lowe’s           
Katrina Cottage: 
 
Select and purchase blueprints 

 
o Secure land making sure it meets criteria for the Lowe’s Katrina Cottage plan 

selected. 
1. Meets building and zoning restrictions. 
2. Deed should be researched for clear title. 
3. Survey should be completed. 
4. If septic system required assure land will accommodate system. 
5. If on site well required contact well drilling company for advice on water 

availability. 
o Secure General Contractor to construct cottage. 

1. Interview several contractors. 
2. Check references. 
3. Check with Better Business Bureau for positive/ negative information. 
4. Assure contractor carries insurance (Workman’s Comp and premises liability). 
5. Have any contracts reviewed by your attorney before signing. 
6. Review previous homes constructed by contractor. 

o Secure construction/permanent loan from lending institution.  
1. Ensure you will have sufficient draws to pay contractor and material 

suppliers as construction progresses. 
o Obtain necessary building permits. (May be handled by contractor.) 

1. Be aware of all inspections that are required in your local market so each phase 
required has been inspected by Code Enforcement. 

o Get permits needed for driveway connection. (May be handled by contactor.) 
o Contact utility company to provide temporary electric power at job site. (May be 

handled by contractor.) 
o Schedule well drilling (if needed) ahead of construction) (May be handled by 

contractor.) 
o Meet with excavator to mark off building perimeter and site prep (May be handled 

by contractor.) 
o Determine proper foundation according to local building codes.  (Lowe’s Katrina 

Cottage package does not include house foundation.) 
o Ensure footings are poured to local codes. (Will require inspection.) (May be 

handled by contractor.) 
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o Schedule septic system installation before construction is complete. (Will require 

inspection.)  (May be handled by contractor) 
o Take out a Builder’s Risk insurance policy with theft rider before construction 

begins.  Ensure contractor notifies supplier when ready to have framing lumber 
shipped. 

o Have a dumpster put on site for debris collection. (May be handled by contractor.) 
o Visit construction site often to review progress and answer questions. 
o Ensure contractor has confirmed window and door delivery. 
o Ensure contractor has contacted mechanical contractors. (Lowe’s Katrina cottage 

package does not include HVAC system.) 
o Ensure contractor has scheduled gypsum delivery from supplier. 
o Ensure contractor has scheduled delivery of interior trim and it is stored inside of 

house. 
o Ensure well water is tested so you will be able to obtain Certificate of Occupancy. 
o Ensure contractor has scheduled delivery of cabinets, vanities, finish plumbing etc 

when ready. 
o Ensure contractor has scheduled delivery of flooring. 
o Provide contractor with a list of issues found in completed structure and make sure 

these are taken care of. 
o Ensure contractor completes interior and exterior clean up as well as landscaping if 

in original contract.  
o Ensure contractor gets final inspections completed to be able to receive Certificate 

of Occupancy. 
o Adjust insurance policy to full Homeowner’s coverage. 
o Arrange for lending institution to convert construction loan to a permanent loan. 
o Ensure all bills have been paid and contractor has no liens pending. 
o Move your furniture in and enjoy your Lowe’s Katrina Cottage!  

 
B. Product Sales: 
• Blueprints for all LoweÕs Katrina Cottages will be sold at a retail of $700.00  

(6 copies per package) 
• The plans can be purchased on-line or through the Katrina Cottage hotline at 

866-714-5916. 
 
C. Plan Rebates: 
• To receive the $700.00 rebate for the plan cost, a minimum purchase of $20,000 

is required.  Print the rebate form from Lowes.com/Katrina cottage and submit 
via mail.    

 
D. Product Returns: 
• Returns should be handled through LoweÕs standard return procedure.   
 
E. Assumptions: 
• Customer is responsible for obtaining all required permits as required by his/her 

construction financial institution subject to local building requirements 
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G. Delivery: 
• LoweÕs will establish a delivery schedule for material based on standard 

building practices.  
 
 
*The Lowe’s Katrina Cottage Plans are copyrighted and can only be used for the intended 
jobsite and not copied for any purpose. The purpose of this document is to provide general 
tips and guidelines for constructing a residential dwelling and is not intended to be all 
inclusive of the requirements for building a house.  Consult with a professional 
builder/contractor/ banker/attorney and the appropriate local, state, and federal 
governmental agencies applicable to building in your specific location. 

 
 
 
 
 


